TANZANIA NATIONAL PARKS INFORMATION

TANGANYIKA TREKKERS PHOTOGRAPHIC SAFARIS -

Taking you on a legendary Safari rich in experiences and adventure.

TARANGIRE

Tarangire National Park boasts one of the largest
concentrationsperunitareaofelephantsandthisisoften
evidentwhenyoufollowthegamedrivecircuitsalongthe
river. One will often encounter herds of elephant either
going or coming from theriver.This offers greatviewing
oftheherdsastheysocializeandinteractwitheachother.

Bird life along theriver is also impressive, as one can of-
tenobservekingfishersperchedontreeswaitingtopounce
on smallfish in the river or watching parrots feeding on
Sausage Trees.

LAKE MANYARA NATIONAL PARK
The name Manyara is derived from the Masai word
“Manyara,” which is the name for the plant Euphorbia
tirucalli,usedtogrowlivestockstockade.LakeManyarais
oneofthosenationalparkswhichofferrichdiversegame
viewing within a reasonably small area.
Manyaraobtained national parkstatusin 1960and
biospherereservestatusin1981.Theparkoffersamosaic
ofvegetationhabitatswhichcansustainahighdensityof
wildlife.
Itsgroundwaterforestactsasagiantfilteringsponge
graduallyreleasingwaterwhichgentlyflowsintostreams
instead of running off.This preventsthe soilfromeroding.
Fromitshigh concentrationsofanimalssuchasele-
phant,buffaloandantelopestoitsdenseforestsofTrichil-
ia, Ficusand Acacia, the parkis diverse with both wildlife
and vegetation. With its location at the base of the East

African Rift Valley along the Gregory Rift, it offers spec-
tacularviewingoftheescarpment.Thegroundwaterfor-
estisfedbyspringslocatedintheporouslavarockonthe
riftvalley.Thisensuresyearroundwatersupplytothelake
whichcoversover50%ofthepark.Acommongeological
feature of rift valleys is shallow soda lakes; Manyarais an
exampleofthis withanaverage depth of 3 meters. From



itsthickgroundwaterforestlocatedattheparksentrance,
toitsmore arid Acaciawoodlandin the south, itis one of
thebestareasforelephantviewing.Closeencountersare
very common and the bird life is exceptional. Due to its
thick brush and forested areas, viewing of cats is not so
common.

NGORONGORO CONSERVATION AREA

This world heritage site geologically lies in an area
that is in constant change. This is a result of the eastern
sideof Africastartingtobreach,causingthelandbetween
the rifts to wane. The formation of lines of weakness in
theearth'scrustwhichactedlikeventsformoltenmaterial
createdtheRiftValley, Ngorongoro,volcanoesand other
craters in this area.

NgorongoroisauniquecraterknownasaCaldera.A
Calderaistheaftereffectofavolcaniccollapse,animplo-
sionratherthanexplosion,Ngorongorowasformedsome
two million years ago. Ecologically it covers an area of
8,300squarekilometerswithvariedterrainandaltitudes.
Thesevariationsresultindiverseanddistincthabitatsfrom
grassyplainstomountainforest.Thecrateritselfmeasures
anaverageof18kilometersindiameterandapproximately
a 700 meter vertical drop.

Apart from being home to 25,000 large animals it
formspartofwhatisknownastheSerengeti-Ngorongoro-
MasaiMaraecosystem.Thisecosystemallowsforthefree
movement of 1.5 million animals in their continuous
search for green pastures known as the migration. The
craterisoneoftheprimeareastoobservetheendangered
Black Rhino and Black Manned Lions.

OLDUVAI GORGE

The “Cradle of Mankind’, is named after the Masai
word forthe wild sisal plant, commonly called Oldupaai.
The site was actually first discovered by a German ento-
mologist, ProfessorKattwinkel, whowasmoreinterested
inthebutterfliesfoundintheareaandfortuitouslyfound
fossilremains.Thisleadtothelaterexcavationworkwhich
was pioneered by Louis and Mary Leakey in the 1950’s
followedbythelaterdiscoveryofAustralopithecusBoisei,
alsoknownas“NutcrackerMan."Hehadalarge mandible
which allowed him to crush seeds and nuts as he was a
vegetarian. He is believed to be 1.7 million years old.

SERENGETI

SerengetiNationalParkgotitsnamefromtheMasai
word Siringitu meaning endless plain. The Serengeti is
located alongtheriftvalleyandisabound with geologi-
calformations.OneofSerengeti'sdefiningfeaturesareits
“Kopjes” (pronounced copy), a feature of continual
weathering.Theseislandsintheseaofgrassareformedas
thetop soil comprising of rockand ashis eroded expos-
ingthecoveredlayerofmetamorphicrock.Theseexposed
rockforms“Kopjes”areroundasaresultofsphericalwind
weathering.

The national park covers an area of 14,800 square
kilometers most of whichis grass plains.Theserich grass
plains,aresultofashdepositedbyvolcaniceruptions,are
home to 3 million animals. Within these grass plains the
scatteredKopjesactasaheavenforanimalsfromgrassfires,
predatorsandthe heat. Duetoits location North West of
the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, it lies in the moun-
tains'rainshadowandthusreceiveslessrainfall. Thegame

drivesin this park are exceptional and game viewing in-
credible. This parkoffersthebestopportunity of viewing
cheetah, leopardsand lions. Itis also home to the Grum-
metiRiverwhichisthegreatestshowonearthandhome
toenormouscrocodileswhoanxiouslyawaitthemillions
of wildebeestwho crosstheirpath duringthemigration.

ZANZIBAR

TheZanzibarArchipelagoandits'Spicelslands'were
discovered by Arabtradersin the 8th century, With many
intimateprivateislands, pristinewhitebeaches,spectacular
coralsandreefsitishometosome of the mostincredible
marine life. With an endless amount of activities such as
dailyboatexcursionstoisolatedisletsandbeachessuchas
Kitutia, Ras, Kisimani and Sand Bar, this island is the per-
fect place to unwind.

MAHALE NATIONAL PARK

Set deep in the heart of the African interior, this
magical kingdom allows one to have a close encoun-
ter with the chimpanzees. Silky white coves hem in the
blue waters of Lake Tanganyika, overshadowed by a
chain of wild, jungle-draped peaks towering almost 1
mile above the shore. The remote and mysterious Ma-
hale Mountains will allow you to experience an adven-
ture which will leave you breathless.



